
 
 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 
 
Dear St. Mary's Catholic School Families – 
 
As per the announcement sent this morning from Superintendent Robin Perry, St. Mary's will transition 
to a remote learning environment effective next week.  Remote learning will be in place at least 
through Easter.  Any changes to this plan will be announced as decisions are made.  While St. Mary's 
teachers and staff have been working on lesson plans with remote learning in mind, this transition will 
take some flexibility and patience from all as we change the paradigm. 
 
First, given that, when we left for Spring Break on March 6, we anticipated a return to school as usual, 
I am aware that most of our students do not have their textbooks, school supplies, band equipment, or 
other necessary resources from the school to facilitate remote learning.  To address that need, the 
school will be open on Friday, March 20, from 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM, to welcome families and allow 
students to gather their things.   
 
We do want to try to maintain social-distancing protocols, so we ask that families come, check in at the 
front office, and proceed to classrooms, band hall, gym, etc. to gather their things, but do not 
congregate or expect to engage in social conversation while on campus.  We have a number of higher-
risk individuals in our community, and we do not want to do anything that may put anyone at a greater 
risk. 
 
A few logistical items: 

• Our remote learning plan will include online assignments sharing, video communication, email, 
and electronic collaboration software.   
If your family does not have access to a computer, iPad, or Smart Phone which will accommo-
date this technology, please reach out to me today so that we can incorporate that information 
into our remote learning plan for your student(s). 

• Some of our online learning videos will be synchronous, allowing for live streaming of classes.  
We will also post asynchronous videos, recorded for use when students can access them.  If you 
have more than one student at home, you will want to plan a schedule so that all students will 
have the opportunity to interact with their teachers and collaborate with their classmates.  We 
will be sending out additional information regarding the remote learning platform and how to 
access each students’ classes.  Please do not panic; we are here to help! 

• St. Mary’s teachers will be reaching out to every family on Friday to touch base and to address 
any concerns that you may have regarding remote learning or the plan for the next few weeks. 

• If you need to discuss your financial arrangements because of the National Emergency, please 
reach out to Kristen Johnson bookkeeper@stmaryslgv.org or me dsafford@stmaryslgv.org so 
that we can work with you.  St. Mary’s depends on tuition revenue to pay teacher salaries and 
keep the school running, but we also understand that life has changed for some. 
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• Reminder that Re-enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year is due by Friday, March 20, 2020.  
You can access your re-enrollment through your Parents’ Web on FACTS.  If you need assis-
tance with any part of this process, please do not hesitate to reach out to Melinda Dunn at 
mdunn@stmaryslgv.org.  She is happy to help. 

• Reminder for those whose FACTS accounts are set to Automatic Draft for Incidental Fees.  
Registration fees for the 2020-2021 academic year have been added to your accounts.  Those 
fees will draft from your account on March 23, 2020.  If you need to make arrangements to put 
your registration fees on a payment plan or need to speak with Kristen Johnson about your fees, 
please do not hesitate to reach out at bookkeeper@stmaryslgv.org by no later than Friday, 
March 20. 

• Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus and the need for social distancing protocols, the over-
night field trips for grades 7, 9, 11, and 12, have been cancelled.  If you have already made pay-
ments for these trips, that will show up as a credit on your FACTS account.  You may request a 
refund through Kristen Johnson bookkeeper@stmaryslgv.org, or you may have those funds ap-
plied to your account to cover other expenses. 

• All extra-curricular activities at all levels have been suspended at least until we return to cam-
pus-based learning.  We are following the guidance from TAPPS and the Governor’s office.  
Updates to this will be made as more information is available. For now, there are no contests, 
scrimmages, or practices allowed for TAPPS Athletics / TAPPS Academics / TAPPS Art / 
PSIA / Middle School Athletics.  Coaches / Moderators may send optional workouts, practices, 
exercises to participants.  None of these exercises are required, nor will any of these activities 
impact your grades for the quarter. 

• All school mass and an all school rosary will be live streamed on Tuesday mornings at 7:00 
AM. Families can access the mass and rosary through the school YouTube Channel: St. Mary’s 
School Longview or through Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stmaryscatholicschool-
longviewtx/.  The video will also be posted to the school website each week for those families 
who would like to participate at a different time. 

 
Friday, March 20, and Monday, March 23, will be used by the teachers to get training on the new 
systems and communicate with families regarding the plans for each class.  Remote Learning will 
officially begin on Tuesday, March 24, at 8:00 AM with morning prayer and announcements.  We all 
look forward to working with your students in this new learning paradigm. 
 
Thank you for your support of St. Mary’s and your partnership as we strive to meet this new challenge 
and continue to provide all of our students with a quality Catholic education. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Darbie 
 

 
Darbie Dallman Safford, Ed.D. 
Principal, St. Mary's Catholic School 
405 Hollybrook Drive, Longview, TX 75605 
dsafford@stmaryslgv.org 
(903) 753-1657, Ext. 117 
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